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Thursday, November 16, 2023 
 

Dinner & Discussion: Starts at 6:00 pm 
 

Tour following the Discussion 
 
 
 

Internet Address  https://wichita.ismworld.org/ 

 
 

ISM Wichita  
Presents 

Ms. Kim Patterson 
President 

Empire Management Group, LLC 
 
ISM Wichita will have the 
pleasure of having            
President of Empire      
Management Group, LLC, 
Ms. Kim Patterson, lead 
us on a tour and she will 
discuss with us Empires 
Group’s goals and future 
mission in Wichita. 
  
Kim Patterson is a native 
of Wichita and a WSU College of Engineering Alumni.  
 
She was inspired to be an entrepreneur at a young age, 
when she worked for Wichita Vending refurbishing 
pop and snack machines. After completing her degree 
in Industrial Engineering, Kim worked for Textron 
Aviation for 15 years. Her desire to run a business            
persisted.  
 
In 2019, Kim became Vice President of Premier Food 
Service, formerly Wichita Vending Company.  
 
In 2022, Kim started her own food service company - 
Empire Management Group. Today, Empire               
Management Group is a growing restaurant                  
management company that owns multiple Little             
Caesars restaurants and provides Cafeteria Services to 
businesses in Kansas. 
  
Please register by November 14th (see our President’s 
Message regarding registration). 
 
More information on page 4. 
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President’s Message 
 

Hello ISM Wichita Chapter Members, 
 

Wow, what a busy month! Hope you are doing well. The 
Wichita Industrial Trade Show (WITS) is behind us now. It 
was a great success with record number of exhibitors from 
around the world and record number of attendees. I hope 
you were able to attend and take it all in. I want to say thank 
you, to all our volunteers that helped. There were times that 
we were very busy, we learned a few things that will be         
captured and documented in lessons learned to improve on 
next show in two years. 
 
We are finalizing details for our next meeting on November 
16

th
 with a presentation from someone that appears to be 

dynamic and informative. Business owner and experience in 
supply management.  
 
Get registered now!  Mark your calendar and plan to be 
there. Other details will be sent out. 
 
Note: we are not using Eventbrite anymore for registration.  
 
All members and non-members can register using the                 
instructions below.   
 
Instructions to register for events:                                          

Members & Non-members 

1. Go to ISMworld.org site, look for Meet & Connect on 

header, click on to see drop down. 

2. Select Meetings & Event. 

3. Scroll down to Upcoming events. 

4. Click on Register Now. 

5. Login (if member) Non-Member can register with email 

address & name, create a password & fill in info. 

6. Select qty. and click on Proceed to checkout. 

7. Verify Address and click next. 

8. Verify event, time & date, click next. 

9. Click on I am not a Robot & Complete Registration. 

file://inf-ict-03/s2501418$/Dane%20folder/ISM%20folder/2023%20%202024%20folder/WITS%202023:%20Oct%2017-19,%20Century%20II%20Wichita%20KS%20–%20Wichita%20Industrial%20Trade%20Show%20(witshow.org)


 

Also, we want to hear from you. What do you want to get out of your chapter and your 
membership?  
 
What type of events or learning opportunities would you like to see? 
 
Look for a survey to come your way soon and please take the time to reply. 
 
We want to hear your thoughts and see if we are focusing and serving your needs.  
Have a wonderful week! 

 
 

Respectfully, 
 

Dane Dillon, MBA, DTM 
ISM Wichita, President  
Cell: 316-304-2867  
Email: dane.s.dillon@spiritaero.com  
Website: https://www.ismworld.org  
Wichita Chapter: https://wichita.ismworld.org/  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Mission Statement of ISM-Wichita: 

 

The primary objective of ISM-Wichita is to develop the professional qualities of its members:                 

attitudes, skills, and knowledge in the field of purchasing and supply management.  

  

 

 
 

mailto:dane.s.dillon@spiritaero.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2Fnam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*2F*3Furl*3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Fwww.ismworld.org*2F*26data*3D05*7C01*7Cwsucatering*40compass-usa.co
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https*3a*2f*2fwichita.ismworld.org*2f&c=E,1,pyg7wzZ90mGcOEl_ZdpmsOVhU3MfeHg_LWqFwLb8889BCEnU5d-t9VOMG7JD7BNEe_Ab3vRC9VydYA5YdtCfR1ddBidZpIVf520MgMayFebXEHRh-HaE&typo=1__;JSUlJQ!!J4InwCQGjLA!GFx9


 

 

Location: Wichita State University - John Bardo Center |                
College of Engineering 1800 Innovation Blvd, Wichita, KS 67208 

Room:  EE Lobby 
 
Time:  Dinner and discussion will start 6pm   
            Tour following the discussion 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/John+Bardo+Center/@37.7164994,-97.2877144,15z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x87bae32570d537c1:0x1e78b24edcd44fac!8m2!3d37.7164994!4d-97.2877144!16s%2Fg%2F11fnyrcwrj?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/John+Bardo+Center/@37.7164994,-97.2877144,15z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x87bae32570d537c1:0x1e78b24edcd44fac!8m2!3d37.7164994!4d-97.2877144!16s%2Fg%2F11fnyrcwrj?entry=ttu


 

Gene Sharp 

Emeritus Treasurer Co-Chair 
 

In Gene’s own words: 
 
If I can remember back to the late 60's, I joined the PMA 

(Purchasing Management Association), which later became 

NAPM (National Association of Purchasing Management) and 

into the 21st century (wow, that really makes me seem old) 

where we are now as ISM-Wichita!   

 

After studying a year and a half at WU (yes, before they added 

the “S”) they decided to change their catalogue which would 

force me to start my education all over, so I went to work at 

Frontier Chemical as a clerk in 1959.    

 

In '62, I joined the U.S. Army and became a construction        

surveyor for three years and went back to civilian status in 

January 1965 and went back to Vulcan Chemicals (they got 

bought out and changed the name) as inventory control in their storeroom/warehouse and moved to Buyer   

position when it opened and joined PMA.   

 

In 1970, I went to Litwin Engineering & Construction as a Purchasing Agent of all materials needed to build 

refineries or chemical plants until 1983 when they terminated their procurement department and moved to 

Houston (that's another story for a different time).   

 

While at Litwin I achieved my C.P.M. certification which was instrumental in landing me a job with Boeing 

and I became an aircraft parts Buyer!  

 

My first experience with the NAPM Board was in 1978 when I volunteered for Pro-D Committee to award 

scholarships and have been on the Board ever since progressing to Pro-D Chair, 2nd VP, 1st VP, President (2 

times), Executive Director (5 times), then as Treasurer, and now as Emeritus Member!   

 

After 16 years at Boeing, I was caught in a work force reduction without having 20 years of service!  A few 

weeks later, John Rice called and asked if I would like to become contract labor for Cessna, so for 5 1/2 years 

with a few interruptions that's something that worked out well.  My last employer was Dakota Moon              

Enterprises as contract labor working with Boeing in Tulsa!   

 

The last part of the story is the connection with the Wichita Industrial Trade Show as a Past President of 

NAPM/ISM and representing our organization I volunteered as Advertising Chair on the WITS Board and then 

became Co-Chairman in 2006 and wrapped up my ninth show a couple of weeks ago for 2023!  What a ride!  I 

think I have recruited a new WITS replacement, but that's another story!  Thanks for the opportunities!  

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Last month’s meeting featured lively discussions on these cutting 

edge topics impacting Supply Chain Management (SCM): 
 

Artificial Intelligence 

Internet of Things 

Risk Management / Cybersecurity  

Supply Chain as a Service (SCaaS) 

Digital Supply Chain Twins 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Dr. Yildirim’s students for their lively participation! 



 

President 

Dane Dillon  

Spirit AeroSystems 

dane.s.dillon@spiritaero.com 

 

First Vice President  & College Liaison 

Kenny Bui, PhD 

Heartspring 

ken316bt@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Austin Persinger 

BG Products 

apersinger@bgprod.com 

 

Programs/Facilities 

Poonam Richardet 

Ball Aerospace 

poonam@cox.net 

 

Strategic Planning 

Mehmet Barut, Ph.D. 

Wichita State University 

mehmet.barut@wichita.edu 

 

University Relations - WSU 

Bayram Yildirim, Ph.D. 

Wichita State University 

bayram.yildirim@wichita.edu 

 

Treasurer Co-Chair 

Gene Sharp, C.P.M. 

Retired 

gr.sharp@yahoo.com 

 

Public Relations 

Joe Thomas, CPSM, CPSD, C.P.M., NIGP-CPP 

Sedgwick County 

joseph.thomas@sedgwick.gov 

Executive Director 

Jeremiah Heredia, MBA, CPSM, CPSD 

Yoder Smokers 

jeremiah.heredia@yodersmokers.com 

 

Second Vice President & Scholarships 

TuQuyen Dang 

Spirit AeroSystems 

tuquyen.t.dang@spiritaero.com 

 

Secretary 

Tim Strobel, CPSM, C.P.M., CSCP 

USAA 

tim_strobel1124@yahoo.com 

 

Professional Development 

Ashley Gerlach, MBA, CPSM 

Spirit AeroSystems 

ashley.d.gerlach@spiritaero.com 

 

Communications & Technology 

Josh Lauber, MBA, CPSM 

City of Wichita 

josh.l.lauber@gmail.com 

 

Memberships 

John Buche 

BG Products 

jbuche@bgprod.com 

 

Scholarships & Programs/Facilities Co-Chair 

Efthimios Stephanopoulos 

Wichita State University 

Supply Chain Graduate 

estephanopoulos@live.com 

2023/2024 Officers 

Calendar of Events 
December 2023 - Holiday Social Event 

 


